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A broad basin of lava surrounded on three sides by a low lying ridge of
similar material and culminating in Hardin Butte to the southeast. The
surface is all black malpais scoria with a splotchy covering of native
grasses and shrubs and dotted with a few scrub trees. The area appears
virtually the same today as it did immediately after the Modoc attack on
the Thomas Patrol in 1873 except that most of the remains of the men and
their gear have been removed. A small pile of rocks marks the site where
many of the bodies were found. A few stone fortifications may be found
throughout the area.

Boundary:

The boundary marked on the map encompasses the basin and the ridges from
which the Modocs attacked. The west boundary is 2,500 feet from the over-
look; the east is 3,000 feet; the north is 2,000 feet; and the south is
2,000 feet. The boundaries correspond to those of Section 5, Township

45 N, Range 4 E.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On April 26, 1873, nine days after routing the Modocs from their stronghold,
Captain Evan Thomas, son of the Adjutant General of the U.S. Army, led a
substantial patrol from Gillem's Camp on the shores of Tule Lake southward .
toward a hill four miles distant known as Sand Butte. (This hill is now
known as Hardin Butte.) With him were the sons of two other generals;

1st Lt. Thomas F. Wright and 1st Lt. Albion Howe. All three of the men

had seen action during the Civil War, but were inexperienced in Indian
fighting.

From the beginning of the reconnaissance, their organization of the patrol
party revealed that they underestimated both the danger of their assign-
ment and the cunning of their foe. The patrol made its way through a
more or less level area which consisted of an ancient eroded lava flow too
irregular to call a valley. It failed to deploy skirmishers along the
ridge tops at its flanks. When the troops stopped for lunch, they all
drew together in a mass in an uneven basin at the foot of the west side of
the hill, Sand Butte. The grass—covered butte itself rose about 200 feet
above the men. To the south of their stopping place a low ridge ran west
a few hundred yards from the base of the hill and then curved around north
another few hundred yards. To the east and northeast of the butte and of
the patrol the ugly tumbled rocks of the Schonchin Flow rose above the
basin some twenty feet. The grassy, bush strewn, mile-wide area itself
was dotted with humps of lava, depressions, caves, and ungainly rocks.
Within a few feet of any given point a man could step from a position
giving him a view of the whole area into a pit where he could not be seen
from more than thirty feet away.

Here the Modocs attacked and their attack was a total surprise. Sheer
panic and terror enveloped the troops, and most of those who didn't run
for their lives lost them. The patrol suffered 41 casualties, 25 of them
fatal and four of the units five officers died.

This disaster was the low point for the U.S. Army in their long campaign
against Modocs. It would also prove to be the last great Modoc victory
because it prompted the Army to place Colonel Jefferson C. Davis in

command. In five weeks, Captain Jack, the Modoc Chief, would surrender.
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The Thomas-Wright Battle Site is historically significant because, while it was a
terrible defeat for the U. S. Army and a great success for the small band of Modoc
fighters, it also proved to be the decisive turning point in the Modoc War. The
slaughter revealed clearly the Army's poor leadership, poor training, and almost non-
existent morale. Immediately after the disaster, newly-arrived Colonel Jefferson

C. Davis took command of the troops, suspended operations, retrained the command, and
restored morale and an esprit de corps. The deaths of Thomas and his men marked the
climax of the modocs' victories; but never again would the Modocs succeed on the
battlefield. Within a few weeks, the U. S. troops would pursue the last Modoc to

the ground and conclude the war and a tribal history with an awesome finality.

This nomination covers the land on which this battle was fought and which is of assoc-
iative significance in connection with the events described above, and land which is
illustrative of the difficulties of a regular army, trained in the tactics of formal
warfare, in a campaign of a guerrilla warfare type on the enemy's home ground. The
form of the land covered in this nomination, including the natural scene, helps to

explain how the Modocs could so successfully defeat professional soldiers. The site
possesses integrity.



